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Let’s just jump right into our text this morning. 

If you would, please turn in your Bibles to Acts chapter 3, and we will be reading the first 10 verses of Acts chapter 3.

Remember, right after Jesus returned to heaven there were about 120 disciples gathered in Jerusalem waiting and praying for the arrival of the promised Holy Spirit. 

On the day a Pentecost, one of the high celebration feast in the Jewish calendar, the Holy Spirit came upon the disciples with a great commotion.

So loud was the commotion that a crowd gathered to find out what was going. Peter then, in the power of the Holy Spirit, preaches a powerful message and 3,000 people came to faith in Jesus Christ.

The apostles then remained in Jerusalem teaching and discipling many of these new converts before these new converts would return to their own home towns after the feast.  

Towards the end of chapter 2 Luke writes, in Acts 2:43: “…awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles.”

Chapter 3 opens with an example of one of these wonders that were done through the apostles.

This obviously is not the first miracle performed by the apostles.
But Luke, under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, includes this miracle here because it is this event that sparks the next sermon that Peter preaches which is found in the second part of this chapter. 

And it is also this miracle that is linked to the start of the persecution of the church which we will look at in a couple weeks when we get to chapter 4. 

But I also think that Luke includes the account of this miracle because in it we get a chance to consider our own conditions and the spiritual healing that God brings to a spiritually lame world. 

Look here; Acts 3:1-10: Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of prayer, the ninth hour. 

At this time in Jerusalem the Jews would go up to the temple for prayer at 9AM, noon, and at the “ninth hour” which is 3 in the afternoon. 

The ninth hour was also the time of the evening sacrifice, offerings. It’s time when the temple crowds would be at their peak.

Remember, at this point in Acts all the believers were Jews who had put their faith in Jesus as their messiah.

And as we have seen in earlier weeks, these earlier Christians gathered regularly in temple and in homes for prayer. 

Here in chapter 3, as Peter and John are heading to the temple for prayer, they noticed this man born lame.

Look here, verse 2: And a man lame from birth was being carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of the temple that is called the Beautiful Gate to ask alms of those entering the temple. 

We are told latter in Acts 4:22 that this man is in his forties. Here we are told that he has been lame from birth. In other words this man has never walked in his entire life, for decades.

Daily his friends would carry him up to the temple and lay him by the gate called Beautiful. Most likely this was the gate between the court of the Gentiles, the outer most courtyard in the temple complex and the court of women.

Because he was lame this was as far as he could go in the temple. Jewish custom would have prevented him from gaining access to the priest, the altar where sacrifices for sin would be offered and where worship took place.

As he laid there he would beg for alms. Alms were gifts given to the poor and needed and would have been looked on as way of gaining merit on your way into the temple for worship. 

It is interesting to note that he was taken to the temple daily. 

I can’t help but wonder if he had been there the day Jesus turned over the money changers. Or had he heard Jesus teaching in the temple?

3 Seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked to receive alms. 

4 And Peter directed his gaze at him, as did John, and said, “Look at us.” 

5 And he fixed his attention on them, expecting to receive something from them. 

6 But Peter said, “I have no silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!” 

7 And he took him by the right hand and raised him up, and immediately his feet and ankles were made strong. 

The man asked for a handout. He was looking for enough to buy food for the day. But Peter spoke a word of healing to him and in Jesus’ name, reached out his hand and pulled him to his feet. 

And instantly, God’s miraculous power strengthened the man’s feet and ankles, and even though he had never walked in his life, at once he is able to walk. 

And as he gets up he follows Peter and John into the temple, but by now he wasn’t just walking, he was jumping for joy! 

8 And leaping up he stood and began to walk, and entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God. 

You know, I can just imagine some stern religious leader in the temple looking over and trying to calm him down: “Don’t you know that you’re in God’s holy temple?” 

But the man probably said something like; “I’m so happy that I could jump and dance all night! There is no way I can stay silent.”

9 And all the people saw him walking and praising God, 10 and recognized him as the one who sat at the Beautiful Gate of the temple, asking for alms. And they were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him. 

I would like to draw 3 observations from this story about this man born lame and what it has to say about our story as well.

I. The first observation is we are like the man born lame.

Most of us probably don’t identify with this crippled man when we first read this passage of Scripture. But we should. 

You may never have begged for anything your entire life. You may or may not be able to identify with this man’s crippled condition. 

But you should. Because he really is a picture of each one of us outside of Jesus Christ.

How so? Maybe not financially. Maybe not physically or medically. 

But spiritually – outside of the mercy of God in Jesus Christ, we are all completely helpless and hopeless. 

We are all utterly incapable of doing anything to save or even help ourselves. 

In Ephesians 2:1-3 Paul gives us a brief thumbnail sketch of our former condition outside of Christ. 

He writes: “…you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience—among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind.”

If you really think about it, that is a much worse situation than the outward condition of this man in Acts 3. 

Outside of Christ we are all “dead in trespasses and sins.” 

Outside of Christ we are all blindly “following the course of this world” and have Satan at work in us so that we follow him. 

Not only are we slaves to Satan and the world, but also to our own flesh - “carrying out the desires of the body and the mind.” 

Outside of Christ we are not on neutral ground – we have three mortal enemies: the world, the flesh, and the devil - and one of them is our own nature! 

Outside of Christ we are not children of God, but rather “sons of disobedience” and “children of wrath” by nature.

The truth of those three short verses in Ephesians chapter two should serve to humble us. 

It should keep us from thinking that we are somehow better or more deserving than those who are still in their sins. 

It should convince us that no one else is beyond the reach of God’s grace. 

It should serve to make us thankful people. We should be thankful because our salvation is all about the mercy and grace of God. 

We are all helpless beggars before the throne of God’s grace.

The salvation of sinners is nothing less than the supernatural work of the sovereign grace and mercy of God in Jesus Christ!

II. The next observation is that like the man born lame we need to look to Jesus.

The next thing that we want to see in our text is that this man who was lame from his mother’s womb was healed only by looking to Jesus Christ. 

Sight-related words are found all throughout our text – no less than 5 times we see words related to sight. 

In v.3 the lame man ‘sees’ Peter and John about to go into the temple. 

In v.4 Peter “directed his gaze” at the man and said, “Look at us.” 

In v.5 the lame man ‘fixed his attention’ on Peter and John. 

And in v.9-10 the people ‘see’ him walking and praising God and recognize him as the man who had been crippled.

Now Peter told the man to “look” at him and John. But who was he really being told to look to? Who really healed the man? Peter and John? 

No. They were used by the Lord as instruments in this miracle that was to take place, but they themselves did not have the power to heal. 

Acts 2:42 tells us in no uncertain terms who the author of these miraculous signs really is – the risen and ascended Lord Jesus Christ! 

Remember that verse says that “many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles.” 

The word “through” there conveys the idea of instrumentality, not inherent power. 

Remember what Luke wrote in Acts 1:1: “In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach.”

In other words, the first book (the Gospel According to Luke) was about the earthly ministry of Jesus prior to His ascension to the right hand of God the Father. 

The second book (the Book of Acts) is not primarily about the Acts of the Apostles (even though they are certainly prominent in it), but about the continuing acts and teachings of the risen and ascended Lord Jesus Christ.

And it is important for us to remember that the outworking of this statement is also found throughout the ongoing history of the church, including the present day. 

Jesus is still at work in and through the church today. 

He is still making disciples. He is still taking sinners who are dead in their sins and granting them new life, forgiveness of sins, peace with God, and the hope of everlasting life through the gospel. 

And He is still in the business of healing the lame.

How was the man healed? And what did the lame man have to do to be healed? He had to look. He had to look outside of himself. 

When he first looked up it was to Peter and John, and he looked at them expecting to receive alms (v.5). 

But Peter said, “I have no silver and gold, but what I do have I give to you” (v.6). What did Peter have to give to him? 

In v.6 Peter said, “In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk.” 

How do we know that the man looked to Jesus? 

Later in verse16 Peter twice tells the crowd that it was the name of Jesus - “And his name—by faith in his name—has made this man strong whom you see and know, and the faith that is through Jesus has given the man this perfect health in the presence of you all.” 
Jesus was lifted up on the Cross to die for our sins, that we might look to Him and live!

III. The third and final observation that I would like to make is leaping for joy should be our response to what Jesus has done.

Three times in our text we are told that the man walked (twice in v.8 & once in v.9). 

And he not only walked, but twice we are told that he leaped for joy. 

His was not timid or wobbly in his footsteps. His healing was no half-way wonder – he was made completely whole and strong. And he leaped for joy!

What is the first thing that the man did after he was healed? Where did he go after his miraculous healing? 

Verse 8 tells us that he “entered the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God.”

He was no longer confined to sitting outside of the temple gate begging, but could now enter into the temple with everyone else to worship the Lord!

And this was no random healing or wonder. This remarkable healing miracle of the Lord Jesus Christ was a sign. 

It was a sign of the dawn of a new age that had commenced with the coming of the Messiah. 

Isaiah 35 prophesies and describes the coming of the Messiah and what it would entail. 


Isaiah 35:5 says, 
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
then shall the lame man leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.

So when Jesus opened the eyes of a man born blind in John chapter 9, it was a sign that the Messiah had come. 

When Jesus healed a paralytic in Luke 5:17-26, it was a sign that the Messiah had come. 

These were not just miracles or random acts of supernatural kindness, they were the fulfillment of Messianic prophecy. 

These healings both in the Gospels and here in the book of Acts were indications that a new age had dawned. 

Christ has established His church and poured out His Spirit upon His people to restore, renew and empower them—you and me.

When we looked unto Jesus for salvation we were spiritually made whole and for that we too should leap for joy.

Astonishing as it is for a lame man to leap, it is nothing when compared to the cosmic restoration to come - “the restoration of all things” (Acts 3:21).

Amazing as this healing was, it doesn’t compare to “the cure of hearts paralyzed in sin.” 

And it doesn’t hold a candle to the cosmic healing and restoration that will take place at Christ’s return.

The hope of Christ turn should bring us joy and hope for the future.

Conclusion

We may at times wonder why, when we seek God, God does not heal us all now. 

Does it mean that He does not care or that our bodies are unimportant? 

Far from it? Ever wonder why Jesus did not just go around healing everyone? Why do we not find the disciples performing mass healing services? 

After all, this lame man was probably in the temple when Jesus was there.

That simply wasn’t their primary purpose at the time. 

But that day is coming. One day the new life and complete forgiveness of sins that we have in this life through faith in Jesus Christ will be made complete by the restoration of all things. 

And that includes our bodies. In 1 Corinthians 15:47-49 Paul writes, “The first man was from the earth, a man of dust; the second man is from heaven. As was the man of dust, so also are those who are of the dust, and as is the man of heaven, so also are those who are of heaven. 

Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image of the man of heaven.” 

On the day when the Lord Jesus returns in glory, all of us who are in Him by faith will be made more whole and complete than we can ever imagine. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Have you looked to Him? If so, you once were paralyzed by sin, but can now leap for joy because of the forgiveness of sin now and future glory to come.

Benediction  
“The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you; the Lord turn his face toward you and give you peace.” (Num. 6:24-26) 
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